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ACES:
Access to Creative Education in Scotland
ACES is a project created for young people from S4 to S6 who 
attend local authority schools in Scotland.

ACES supports students in all aspects of applying to an art and 
design based degree course. It is managed and delivered by:

•	 Duncan of Jordanstone College of Art and Design
•	 Edinburgh College of Art
•	 Glasgow School of Art
•	 Grays School of Art

Who can get involved?
ACES provides encouragement and advice for students who are 
often under-represented in universities. You may attend a priority 
school, and/or be first in your family to go to university; but more 
importantly you will be passionate about art and design and 
want to find out more about the courses and careers involved.

How will I know if I’m eligible?
ACES works with priority schools within your region – your art 
teacher will have more details on which schools are included. If 
you’re not a student at one of these schools, don’t worry, as you 
may still be eligible to be involved. If you’d like to check your 
eligibility, please contact your local ‘ACES’ project officer.

University of Edinburgh and ECA 
Edinburgh College of Art will co-ordinate the ACES programme 
for Edinburgh and the Lothians, providing educational activities 
and targeted support for young people from the target groups 
mentioned within this leaflet.

What activities are involved?
Everyone’s artistic interests are individual to them so we’ll ask 
you to indicate these subject interests when you complete an 
ACES registration form. We cover a broad range of activities 
within the project including:

•	 practical and digital portfolio workshops
•	 careers and study events
•	 campus orientation visits
•	 individual advice and guidance
•	 gallery visits
•	 online support and information
•	 summer classes

Want to register?
Your art teacher can provide registration forms and has details of 
priority schools. You can also download a form here: 
www.ed.ac.uk/student-recruitment/widening-participation/aces

If you have any questions about the project or eligibility please 
email your ACES project officer at: aces@ed.ac.uk

Left: examples of ACES students’ work at ECA and ACES events
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